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Influences of Sense of Ethics and Attitude toward Patient Safety
in the Confidence in Patient Safety in Nursing Students

Lim, Kyung Choon" - Park, Misung® - Shin, Gyeyoung®

YDepartment of Nursing, Sungshin Women's University, Seoul
?Department of Nursing, Yong-In Songdam College, Yongin
3)Department of Nursing, Shinhan University, Dongducheon, Korea

Purpose: This study aimed to explore the influences of sense of ethics and attitude toward patient safety in confidence
in patient safety in nursing students. Methods: This descriptive study was conducted with 198 students who had clinical
practices in two nursing schools. Sense of ethics, attitude and confidence about patient safety were measured by a
questionnaire. Data were analyzed with SPSS/WIN 19.0 using descriptive statistics, t-test, ANOVA, Pearson's correlation
coefficient, and multiple regression analysis. Results: There were significant differences in satisfaction with nursing major
by grade. There were significant positive correlations among sense of ethics, attitude toward patient safety, confidence
in patient safety, view on patient's safety, and satisfaction with nursing major. Confidence in patient safety was associated
with sense of ethics, attitude toward patient safety, and view on patient's safety, with 37.6% of the variance. Conclusion:
The findings suggest that we need to develop curriculums for undergraduate students to improve their sense of ethics
and patient safety. Further research is needed to examine educational needs on patient safety in nursing students.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Subject and Variables (N=198)
Characteristics Categories Min~Max n (%) or M£SD Range
Age (year) 22.69+2.55 20~41
Gender Male 16 (8.1)

Female 182 (91.9)
Grade 3 years 108 (54.5)

4 years 90 (45.5)
Religion None 113 (57.1)

Protestant 55 (27.8)

Catholic 21 (10.6)

Buddhist 8 (4.0)

Others 1(0.5)
GPA of majors >4.0 30 (15.2)

3.5~<4.0 100 (50.5)

3.0~<3.5 58 (29.3)

25~<3.0 9 (4.5)

<25 1(0.5)
View on nurses at the time of admission Positive 168 (84.8)

Negative 0(0.0)

Never thought 30 (15.2)
Satisfaction with nursing major 0~10 6.9612.01 0~10
Experience of ethical education Yes 173 (87.4)

No 25 (12.6)
View on patient's safety 0~10 9.13£1.29 5~10
Sense of ethics 30~120 84.131£5.91 65~101
Attitude toward patient safety 13~65 51.05+4.49 38~61
Confidence in patient safety 10~50 43.18+4.65 26~50

GPA=Grade point average.
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Table 2. Scores for the Sense of Ethics, Attitude toward Patient Safety, and Confidence about Patient Safety (N=198)
Categories Item M=£SD
Sense of I never reveal the secret of a patient. 3.48+0.58

ethics for I respect the religious belief of a patient. 3.57+£0.55
patient I care more about disease than the personality of a patient. 2.35%0.66
Instead of protecting the chronically ill, I prefer to care patients who recover fast. 2.56£0.72

I am reluctant to care venereal patients, alcoholics, or suicide attempters. 2.66£0.86

Sometimes I think patients' demands are excessive. 2.39+0.61

Even if patients complain urgently, I do not rush when the situation is not critical in my judgement. 2.93+0.73

Regardless of the social and economic background of the patient, I perform nursing without discrimination. 3.30+0.64

I think it is a violation of patients' rights to gather blood for research purposes without the consent of patients. 3.47+0.69

I'rely on the work plan rather than the time the patient wants it. 2.30£0.65

Subtotal mean score 2.90£0.29

Sense of I keep studying steadily to improve the quality of nursing work. 3.02%0.63
ethics for I engage actively in nursing organization activity to develop nursing profession. 2.71£0.75
profession I gladly accept if there is a need for sudden nursing activities outside the workplace. 3.01£0.60
al duty I follow work regulations in the nursing work even when it seems that a patient suffers a disadvantage. 2.42+0.59
I'am well aware of the code of ethics for Korean nurses. 2.68+0.68

In regard to the type and the dosage of medication administered to the patient, I definitely follow the doctor's order. ~ 2.16%0.65

I'record the patient's symptoms and the contents of nursing faithfully and truthfully. 3.44%0.53

I report to the director of nursing immediately when I make an error. 3.4710.52

I draw a line between public and private matters, so I do not use public time and material privately. 3.331+0.58

As a nurse, I experience conflicts because the rights and duties of nurses differ from the legal norm in clinical situation. 2.27£0.65

Subtotal mean score 2.85£0.27

Sense of As anurse, I have a daily conflict with the doctors involved in the work. 2.92+0.64
ethics for I report to the manager about the mistakes of my fellow student nurses. 2.38+0.69
copartner I pretend not to know the mistakes of the doctor. 2.83%0.69
I protest directly when the patient can be damaged by my copartner. 2.45£0.62

When patients or their families blame the nurses for causing an error, I support nurses. 2.38%0.61

When patients or their families blame the doctors for causing error, I support doctors. 2.71£0.59

I value the work relationship with the doctor more important than relationship with the patient. 2.64%0.68

I do not talk to patients about the disease without the consent of the doctor. 2.88+0.74

I do not cooperate with medical practice that can not be accepted from my ethical perspective. 2.924+0.64

I'suggest a change in duty regulations if our work cause damage to patients, even if I can encounter disadvantage. 2.50£0.64

Subtotal mean score 2.6610.24

Total mean score 2.80+0.42

Total score 84.13+5.91

Attitude After a medical error, it is the most effective strategy to be more careful. 4.36+0.76
toward Healthcare professionals routinely share information about medical errors and what caused them. 4.19%0.76
patient Reporting systems do little to reduce future errors. 3.27+0.97
safety There is a gap between what we know as 'best care' and what we provide on a day to day basis. 4.01£0.78
Only physicians can determine the causes of a medical error. 4.29+0.90

Healthcare professionals routinely report medical errors. 3.731£0.74

In my clinical experiences so far, faculty and staff communicate to me that patient safety is a high priority. 4.09+0.80

Healthcare professionals should not tolerate uncertainty in patient care. 4.00£0.70

Healthcare professionals should routinely spend part of their professional time working to improve patient care. 4.08%0.66

The culture of healthcare makes it easy for healthcare professionals to deal constructively with errors. 3.58+0.83

Learning how to improve patient safety is an appropriate use of time in health programs in school. 4.231+0.68

If I saw a medical error, I would keep it to myself. 3.56+1.03

If there is no harm to a patient, there is no need to address an error. 3.61£1.03

Total mean score 3.93%+0.69
Total score 51.051+4.49

Accurately completing a medical error report. 4.02%0.69

Confidence  Analyzing a case to find the causes of an error 4.02+0.72
in patient ~ Supporting and advising a peer who must decide how to respond to an error. 4.14%0.63
safety Disclosing an error to the processor in charge 4.18+0.68
Disclosing an error to a healthcare professional. 4.14%0.71

Identify patients correctly. 4.29+0.67

Perform hand hygienic properly. 4.4910.69

Dispose of all contaminated waste and medical waste separately. 4.57+0.64

Use side rails appropriately and explain the importance of appropriate use of side rail. 4.6410.57

Be sure to lock beds and wheelchairs when transferring a client from a bed to a wheelchair or back to bed. 4.6910.53

Total mean score 4.32+0.43

Total score 43.18+4.65
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Table 3. Sense of Ethics, Attitude toward Patient Safety, and Confidence in Patient Safety related General Characteristics

(N=198)
Satisfaction of . Attitude toward Confidence in
. . Sense of ethics . .
Variables Categories nursing major patient safety patient safety
MzSD U/t/F (p) M+SD U/t/F(p) MzSD U/t/F(p) MESD U/t/F (p)
Gender ' Male 5941235 1044.00 83.13+6.58 1411.00 50.69+4.45 141650 42.38+5.97 1353.00
Female 7.05£1.96 (.058) 84.21+£5.86 (.838) 51.08+4.50 (.857) 43.25+4.53 (.638)
Grade 3 6.67£198 -2.23 83.92+t595 -0.55 51.19+4.32  0.49 43.41+4.60 0.76
4 7.31£2.00 (.027) 84.38+£5.88 (.586) 50.88+£4.81 (.622) 42.90+4.71 (.446)
Experience of Yes 7.04+2.00 -1.49 84.29+5.79 -1.07 51.08+4.29 -0.16 43.36+4.43 -1.17
ethical education No 6.40£2.00 (.137) 82.9616.65 (.292) 50.88£5.79 (.872) 41924591 (.252)
View on nurses at  Positive 6.98+2.06 0.32 84.18+596  0.29 51.13+449 0.55 43.35+£453 1.25
the time of Never thought 6.85+1.75 (.747) 83.831+5.66  (.769) 50.63+4.54 (582) 42.20+5.21 (.212)
admission
! Mann-Whitney U.

Table 4. Correlation among Confidence in Patient Safety, Sense of Ethics, Attitude toward Patient Safety, Satisfaction with

Nursing Major, and View on Patient Safety (N=198)
Confidence in . Attitude toward Satisfaction with
. Sense of ethics . . .
Variables patient safety patient safety nursing major
r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p)
Sense of ethics 49 (<.001)
Attitude toward patient safety .52 (<.001) .37 (<.001)
Satisfaction with nursing major .19 (.006) .23 (.001) .21 (.003)
View on patient safety .28 (<.001) .16 (.027) .29 (<.001) .15 (.033)
Table 5. Influencing Factors on Confidence in Patient Safety (N=198)
Unstandardized coefficients Standardized coefficients
Variables t p
B SE B
(Constant) -2.28 421 -0.54 589
Sense of ethics 0.27 0.05 338 5.50 <.001
Attitude toward patient safety 0.37 0.07 352 5.60 <.001
Satisfaction with Nursing major 0.05 0.14 .021 0.36 722
View on patient safety 0.45 0.21 125 211 .036

R’=389, Adjusted R*=.376, F=30.70, p<.001
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