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Korean-American Women's Experience of Cancer Prevention in the U.S.
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Purpose: This study is a qualitative analysis of Korean-American (K-A) women’s cancer prevention in the US. Methods:
Qualitative research was conducted. Fifteen K-A women in four states were interviewed. Content theme analysis was
used to analyze verbatim transcriptions of interviews. Results: Participants experienced difficulties in utilizing cancer
screening programs. Factors include unfamiliarity with the US health care system, high health care costs or lack of health
insurance, language barriers, and irregular and sporadic cancer screening participation. Participants also actively
pursued non-institutional approaches to cancer prevention. They engaged in word-of-mouth informational exchanges
in K-A communities, sought cancer screening in hospitals in Korea, conducted internet searches, autonomously decided
on their health issues, and adopted healthy practices including better diets, physical exercise, and spiritual practices.
Conclusion: It is necessary to implement measures to increase K-A women’s utilization of the US cancer screening
services and to encourage their active engagement in hands-on cancer prevention practices. K-A women should be
empowered through increased familiarity with US cancer screening services and through the establishment of improved
K-A community social services.
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Kim, Posadas, & Yu, 2021).
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22 107 (66.7%) 0] A} o]}, A& o H =127 (80.0%)°] 7]
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Participants (N=15)

. . n (%) or
Variables Categories M+SD
Age (year) 54.6716.29
Residential period in US 19.53+5.48
Occupation Self-employed 6 (40.0)

Office worker 3 (20.0)
Technician 2 (13.3)
Housewife 2(13.3)
Researcher 1(6.7)
Social worker 1(6.7)
Education Graduate degree 3 (20.0)
Bachelor's degree 7 (46.7)
High school diploma 5(33.3)
Religion Protestant 8 (53.3)
Catholic 6 (40.0)
None 1(6.7)
Marital status Married 12 (80.0)
Divorced 1(6.7)
Never-married 1(6.7)
Remarried 1(6.7)
Types of health ~ Obama healthcare 6 (40.0)
insurance Employment-based 4(26.7)
No-insurance 2(13.3)
Medicaid 2(13.3)
Traveler's health insurance 1(6.7)
Menopause Pre- 2 (13.3)
Peri- 3 (20.0)
Post- 10 (66.7)
English Low 3 (20.0)
proficiency Middle 8 (53.3)
High 4(26.7)
Residential Wisconsin 7 (46.7)
region California 5 (33.3)
Illinois 2 (13.3)
Washington 1(6.7)
Immigration Citizen 10 (66.7)
status Permanent resident 5 (33.3)
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Early stage of
Immigration

Difficulties in utilizing U.S. cancer screening programs:
- Unfamiliar with the U.S. health care system
- High cost of health care and insurance
- Imperfect communication in English

}

Irregular and sporadic participation in
cancer screening and testing

Actively engaged in on-institutional approach:
- K-A immigration community resources
- Medical travel to homeland
- Internet resources
- Empowered women's self-consciousness/awareness

Later stage of
Immigration

Establishment of K-A style cancer
prevention practices

Figure 1. Korean-American women's experiences of cancer prevention.
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o =AU A7FILY] FRHZ MB| A 7] o] 538k °1
oA Huli= ¢ (reminder) AlH]2of we 7] 2 02
A A AE Bhe = I A)7HL Soll= 19 2 A o
AR A 27 A= AL QA AY DS Sk FoAES 2
el AlRhE SR A o] 71 3R F H -
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ol 7hel A7t obe A1 e Holrbd AHETg
AL, 1A B A3 A, A3k FAPA) T
] tel] Bolgrol . (ol #3)

S A 0 el S & 4 AL AlEo] Bety
FAVEE DYE o] YT FRASAAZA A £2S
HoAE Roka 208 ABL Sk

3) AL AR o)

FRBYL ARG A% L olUAL R E
R o] F2 SukolgIA e, H 2ol e, 52, T
&, vjo]H, 72 5] AslARA ] A(Social Networking
Service, SNS) 2+ S1EJ] 7 8o} B3 o3 =|9ir}. B &o]
771 2B o]t} Avtol s 5 Rz Qe Hsh | AT ol 83
% QA SR iR B o) 4 of Lk Al A}
S8 ABHESLE T 4 YA H9T, B )RR E A5

A A A

L FER AL AHLOIA ThalE - AEEE
o] ELA glola. TR AL AL Erhgosn
A9 a3 A el L. Eali QETt gl
52 (2R} #6)

nla 25 Aol AL A e Aol Sl Qe
mHkel AL FEEE 54 28 2 Bet ohje mulkt
ale] 3.0 Ab814 AR} H9le.

oot AE Yo' A2 E v|o]H o] & Daumo]
< dPete XO2 YL FERE B8 TVE
basic©. 2 SBS, MBCE Z%}t=H|- A =7} 17
& Skt U gol dEFU7E side A ¢ #ha. QlE
Y = AEgEke - 242 SR e, o gojo|yrt
ZR] opL 11 (IR} #10).

S elAt 1|2 Y AR s wel Zhe Y oAb Aol
“F2e Pt opdUnt ehe e B3 grku n|ag 9

tha gk 0] B SE QUEY HBE ol A8l 91,
Lsflo]x] 91 ‘Missy USA” 5 Aju] G212 At 35 Apo]
E7} Q71 SR, iie] datelRi s e SRolH A

e HYS ol g5ka gt

o5 YA E= St IEUITEE W Tl E= A §
ofa- ul% gl Harez QElo] & o] 91
okolf. Relevantdlt =91 7}#|L} Missy USAT QA
B 2 AGB Qpoke (elRt #1)

1) 597 zotel4] g4

o9l £ X147} Aol 1l & Al AT Katshed g2l
TEA L BE, 112 X AT E ] 2ol ¥elrt HolR
o). £3] 7144 Ao} o] 2B o] Z7heha, Aol o
&35 Baobn) A oA U] B W7t 271k, SR
o] &g} u]5o0] Z7EHA A7) FAk] BEIA| 1L ol ol

BB ofeh e FHH o 2 Mg So] Hgict.

ORI oS olLt Wl o] LH gfmstA] gopa
Qe Wejskan - guh W ok SO 1 de &
ol 9] FE 7k Folof - Ut 7| Ho] Eow
oF £ ]3] Lme o kg 1 $1%2 Ao}
2 oS o PRThaoRA] -+ AHA] Al7] o s Fok
2]+ iz} e s - (Rt #7)

ohSo] s chA| HwA] ofS dlelz o) =44 o
Ut} Literacy B30 2A) ¢lol . TeA] U7k Ak
FuloA 1R AURARE T A4EA B L
7) Ao . AR E ofE WA 712 Aol glof
719] §2e] NEL TR 7} 92 . (ol #3)

FHol AR o] A9 gl ol AZ 7H2H 7 W
FO HE2 vl AFe AL R AL, 715 A=
A|717] i5te] 24412 2733 o ool B =k g A
A ATk v o] Aestitt

- Ut 2Fshhe A LU W $1%E AZshy
b W2k U opl 3 AL 7 o] FolA g,
7he ATkEORA A7) AT A e 2
SHAl - Lho] EUE BA] ofe] ok ‘U= 4] 7
wele] Zop7le Hchh HE A 4% Sow
A % 2 e B B ME 2 R A
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A7 27 A 8. (Fhei R} #3)

JolE2 AAHR R S-S S 7|3 Rt 3
ZE R o thaFst A RO & E o] STAH Y3
StAFg A= A ES REEA ¢l u YR g2 g
S Fa7] ol Ag4lo] gitkal &ttt

l
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Ao nls s oA & o e A A9 A&7t ks
3t7] w2l gt=el Aol e e ot A2 E AlFTE 5 9
ths Aol A ol AR 47 27] & HA W80l n=9
g AT QA B2 5 AL, A= Aol = 2ol 7t /)
the dE A7l = 2871 ok

£ AdFolA & o, dEYl 23t 2] EEHi K-A oWl
Ao LA RS TRk T =72 A2 S Forhar A
th. Park3} Park (2014)2 "]z 7Hg 2 K-Ao|1=}€]
AEY HE Afo] EQI Missy USAE #4135 21, K-Ao]Hl of
ECI FE, A, Zhetoll i R a7 7S AL,
J57|¢olt o=l F4 thiet FE7 BEs] weH
ATt oA JH = F2 A SH FHZ nAHYoHE,
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(Park & Park, 2014). o] AH| A= K-A o 7] 2| HALS] W 2
e vk 2835k, 348 e dAY dErkeel
SHol 27 4 AN % oY v el 7hssford A
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LAY 275 gt b AE A =25 Y, = Y
SJEAIAE o] g ] Y A, mlSofl Al 2Rk §el 9&
ol thgt AR, thefdt A= r Y 7he) 2oy AEH SOl
E o} ojof JHr.
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2 FolahA] ghshom, nl o= A28 Gl Al 9] 7] ¢ A
9l el el ol stk o 5L EatoluA B 233
B o4 Kokl 47594 781t Bk op et o] ul %
A ope) A m, DR, DR AAH ARFR 23, A
o A2 FE5tel K-A o112 4 254 oF el A7)
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AR AT FOIREL o] A A
o] GE 19909 o] H|FO 2 o 2EHK-A o] 1l o4 E
A 38, ol At B QIE Y AR Bt gkon, 1
2Q) o ol A A RE Askich. oloh 2 AT T 3to]
K-Ao]7l o 45 43} A4FH 878 Mot F o o)
¥t mgAel 7] o AA W o NG AT HYL Ay
¥ 9askglck %, K-A of7l el So] ml% o]z nA A
2 HIH O o[ §T 4 YES Lokl T A A ARY
B A AS Eote] & o AAH EQol AR AN AS A
T Ao B AEA A4S A71H A 59
S0 2 AR KA A7 8 S ofdf 5240l A

FruAlel o] A& nhdstal 843k WekE & o a1l
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b > o
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